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Based on active legal cases of immigrants in
Russia, Convenience Store captures aspects of
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35th Tokyo International Film Festival Closing Today
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The 35th Tokyo International Film
Festival, which opened on Oct. 24,
2012, will close its doors today after
a successful ten-day run.

This year, the opening red carpet,
which hasn’t made an appearance
in three years, was held for the first
time on Hibiya-Nakadori Street.
Although there was a slight drizzle
during the event, by 4:00 pm, the rain
had cleared up, and we could have
several filmmakers walk the carpet
to create a very beautiful scene.
Unfortunately, the number of people
who could view the event was greatly
limited, but luckily many could attend
via live broadcast. Another first was
having the opening ceremony at the
Tokyo Takarazuka Theater, where
four Takarazuka OGs overwhelmed
the audience with their performances,
and Chairman Ando made an opening
declaration to start the festival.

The newly added TOHO Cinemas
Hibiya Screen12 and 13, Marunouchi
Piccadilly Theatre 2, and Marunouchi
TOEI Screen 1 took advantage
of their large screens to expand
viewing opportunities for everyone. In
addition to BASE Q at Tokyo Midtown
Hibiya, which has been the event
venue since last year, YURAKUCHO
micro FOOD & IDEA MARKET along
Marunouchi-Nakadori Street and
Marunouchi Building MARUCUBE
were utilized for several talk events
that could be viewed online or in

person. Decorations throughout the
city were also greatly enhanced, from
flag displays in Hibiya, Yurakucho,
Marunouchi, and Ginza, the use of
signs, posters, and traffic ads, to
banners in the Ginza road safety
parade. We are so grateful for the
cooperation of all local residents.

Many of the guests who came
to Japan also commented on how
comfortable they felt in Tokyo, and
we hope to increase our number of
participants for the following year.

On Oct. 29, we held the Kurosawa
Akira Award ceremony to congratulate
directors Fukada Koji and Alejandro
Gonzalez Ifarritu. We hope this
prize will further encourage the two
directors in their future filmmaking
endeavors.

Also, at 5:00 pm today, at Hall C
of the Tokyo International Forum,
the venue for the closing ceremony,
the awards will be announced, along
with the presentation of the Lifetime
Achievement Award to Nogami
Teruyo. On the back page, we have
also posted a jury grid for the 15
competition films by the journalists.
Please refer to it for your own award
predictions. And please, stay tuned
until the end!

Toshima Nobushige, TIFF Managing Director

modern slavery in a visceral blend of realism,
documentary style and grand scale cinema.
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From writer-director Olivier Assayas comes a

bold and spirited re-imagining of his 1996 indie

classic, Irma Vep.
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Ewald, mid-40s, seeks a new beginning in the

Romanian hinterland. He is forced to confront a
truth he has long sought to suppress.




