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Q&A with Michale Boganim of Tel Aviv Beirut
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Q. In your previous film, Land
of Oblivion (2011), you depicted
Ukrainian People who suffered from
the Chernobyl disaster. This time, you
featured Israeli people who becomes
embroiled in the South Lebanon
conflict. Your mother is of Ukrainian
descent and your father is Israeli. Did
you incorporate an autobiographical
element in both films?

A. Yes. My father experienced the
war, and since | was born in Israel,
the issue of war has been a constant
presence in my life. In this film, | truly
wanted to express the things | have
experienced.

Q. In Lebanon, where there are both
Christians and Muslim people, there
is much conflict between the two
religions. Yet Tanya and Kamal are
friends from a young age, regardless
of their different religions, and
eventually develop a romance. Are
romances such as this often seen in
reality?

A. It’s not common, but it does
happen.

Q. Who plays the young Tanya?

A. My daughter, who is turning 11.
Unfortunately, she wants to become
an actress. (laughs)

Q. Israel has blocked its borders to
the desperate refugees from South
Lebanon, and aren’t letting them
in. Why are refugees not accepted
immediately?

A. It’s a betrayal on the part of Israel.
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The Israeli army which was occupying
the region withdrew its forces, and
the Pro-Israel Christian people of
Lebanon have been abandoned.
That is why Tanya and her father,
Fouad, escape to Israel, and are
deeply shocked when they are not
allowed in.
Q. Did the exchange of dead bodies
at the border between Israel and
Lebanon happen often during the
war?
A. It was very rare.
Q. In 2006, there was a tragic
incident where two Israeli soldiers
were kidnapped by Hezbollah near the
border, and were returned in coffins
at the exchange of prisoners of war
two years later. Was this incident in
the Zar’it area the basis for the story?
A. Yes.
Q. The film portrays the daily lives
of people and the upheavals during
wartime from the perspective of two
women. What were the thoughts you
wished to convey?
A. They are from different countries,
different races, different generations.
And they are victims of war. | showed
that when there is war, the women
suffer.

(Interview by Akatsuka Seijin/

Matsushita Yumi)
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3 Picks of the Day
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TITDERE Asian Future

World Premiere
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The Altman Method

ARSIl lsrael
[2022/101min/Hebrew]
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Director: Nadav Aronowicz
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A husband, his karate dojo in financial crisis,
has a pregnant actress wife. When he catches
a terrorist, his crisis is solved, but later the

truth is revealed. An ambitious film portraying
the state of Israel.
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[2022/105min/German]
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Director: Ruth Mader
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A creepy convent school is the setting for Ruth
Mader’s horror-thriller.
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BAMRES 592X Japanese Classics

World Premiere
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Door [2K Digitally Remastered Version]
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[1988/95min/Japanese]

e i

Director: Takahashi Banmei
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A buried J-splatter classic masterpiece revived
after 34 years! This pioneering horror film was
produced by the Director’s Company, a film
company that produced a number of talented
filmmakers.




