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Q&A with Houman Seyedi of World War Il
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1 Q&A

This Q&A was originally scheduled
to be published on the back page
tomorrow, Oct. 31. Director Seyedi
was considering coming to Japan
until the last minute amidst political
unrest in Iran, but unfortunately it
was not possible, so we decided to
publish the Q&A on the front page.
(from Editorial Team)

Q. What made you decide to make
this film?
A. It wasn’t a specific event that
inspired the initial spark that led us to
this story.

| was thinking a lot about how
obtaining the most basic needs
has become such a struggle for so
many people. And | had this idea of a
downtrodden man who has nothing
being suddenly given everything, only
to have it all taken away from him
just as quickly.

Setting of the film provided us with
the opportunity and when | developed
the story further with my co-writers
Arian Vazirdaftari and Azad Jafarian,
we let ourselves be inspired and
moved by the socio-economic and
political events in our country to best
capture the struggles of our troubled
hero Shakib.
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Q. What was the most difficult part of
making this film?
A. Early on | committed myself to stay
with my hero throughout the film.
This was easier said than done!

There was a concentrated effort
to not be distracted by the elaborate
World War Il set pieces of the film
within the film and to keep my gaze
focused solely on Shakib.

| avoided having too many
setups or cuts. This required a lot
of complicated coordination and
rehearsals with all our actors and my
DP. But | think everyone’s hard work
and commitment paid off at the end.

Q. What kind of impression do you
have of Japan?

A. Japan has always been this
magical place I've dreamed of visiting
one day. To experience first-hand
the rich culture | have come to know
through the works of Murakami
Haruki.

It's very unfortunate that I can’t
be there because of circumstances
beyond my control. But knowing my
film will be watched by audiences in
Tokyo warms my heart...
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PD Ichiyama’s
3 Picks of the Day

© Aqui'y H Films, Bteam Prods, Magnética Cine, 34T Cinema y Punto Nemo AIE
aAvR7F4a3» Competition

Asian Premiere
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Manticore

ZRA>  Spain

[2022/116min/Spanish]
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In his latest film, talented Spanish director C.
Vermut from Magical Girl, Best Film Award
winner at San Sebastian Film Festival, depicts
the love between a young male game designer
and a tomboy.

TITDEREK Asian Future

World Premiere
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A Place of Our Own

K India
[2022/91min/Hindi]
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Director: Ektara Collective
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After sudden eviction by their prejudiced
landlord, Laila and Roshni, two transwomen,
must put their wits together to find a home and
reclaim their place in society.

7—VK - 7x—HhZX World Focus

2RI DRERAICHES
Smoking Causes Coughing

752X France
[2022/77min/French]
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Director: Quentin Dupieux
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After a devastating battle against a diabolical
turtle, a team of five avengers — known as the
Tobacco Force — is sent on a mandatory retreat
to strengthen their decaying group cohesion.




