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Matsunaga Daishi Talks about Egoist
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When my first documentary,
Pyuupiru 2001-2008 (2011), was
invited to the film festivals in various
countries, | discovered that the
perception of gender and sexuality
differed in each country, and | also
realized that the situations in Japan
were far behind in comparison with
the rest of the world.

With such thoughts at the time,
| firmly and straightforwardly
confronted sexuality in Egoist,
therefore, it will be very interesting
to find out how the audience and the
jury members will perceive the film.

Films are entertainment, but |
also believe that they can convey a
message that includes social aspects
in it as well. There are people in
this world who discriminate against
others unconsciously or unknowingly
because of the reason that they “do
not know.” That is why | would be
so pleased if the people who watch
this film will learn something that
they did not know, or if it will make
an opportunity for them to think
about it. Most of the people would
not discriminate with the intention of
doing so. Yet, | do think it is a very
difficult thing that the discrimination
still occurs.

One major reason why | was
attracted to this original story was the
dialogue in which Taeko, performed
by Agawa Sawako, says, “Since we
who received it feel that it is love, that
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is all that matters.” When | read this
dialogue, it really resonated with me.
What matters most are the thoughts
of the people involved. In the world
today, people who are not involved
would say such and such about
someone else’s actions. There are
some things that can only be known
between the people involved, and that
is not a desirable thing for others to
draw conclusions about.

The world today is very suffocating.
There is a sense of a demand for
whiteness, as if it were bleached. It's
like a fastidiousness.

| am not sure if everyone in the
audience can relate to the way the
protagonist, played by Suzuki Ryohei,
views love, but you can regard it as
love if that’s what you think it is.
Other people should not draw the
conclusion that “your love is an ego.”

| would like you to consider the
meaning of the word “egoist” once
again. | put the title again at the end
of the film with that implication in
my mind. Although this word has
a very negative connotation, when
you finish watching the film, can you
deny this outpouring of love by the
protagonist? | would like to think that
the connotation of the word “egoist”
may change, if even in the slightest.

(Interview & Text by Koide Sachiko)
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3 Picks of the Day

© Arcadia Motion Pictures, S.L., Caballo F\w‘ ». Cronos Entertainment, A.LE, Le pacte SA.S.
aAvRF4¥av Competition

Asian Premiere

Y. =X}

The Beasts

ARA>/TZVA  Spain/France
[2022/138min/Spanish, French, Galician]
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Director: Rodrigo Sorogoyen
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Set in a remote mountain village in Galicia,
Spain, this potent thriller depicts the friction
between a local powerbroker and a middle-

aged French couple who have moved there to
start a farming life.
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F19EFTVE—MRESR IN TIFF  $# : 57— MRES, CANOA
19th Latin Beat Film Festival in TIFF Co-hosted by Latin Beat Film Festival / CANOA

Asian Premiere
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Where Is This Street? or With No Before And After

RILNAIL/TF>Z  Portugal/France
[2022/88min/Portuguese]

BEB.YaT7y RFE-ARYTR V3TV M =58 7]
Director: Jodo Pedro Rodrigues, Jodo Rui Guerra da Mata
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In their latest collaboration, Jodo Pedro
Rodrigues and Jodo Rui Guerra da Mata are
paying direct tribute to Paulo Rocha’s 1963
classic The Green Years.

©Kyrayzfilm, Oy Ar, Biters End, Volya Films, Mandra Films

aAvRF4¥av Competition
World Premiere
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FINFRBER/ASVE/TFVR
Kyrgyz/Japan/The Netherlands/France
[2022/105min/Kyrgyz, Arabic]
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Director: Aktan Arym Kubat
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The latest film from leading Kyrgyz filmmaker A.
Arym Kubat, known for Centaur, depicts a man

who has lost his memory while working in Russia
and returns to Kyrgyz for the first time in 20 years.






